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COLLIN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Come join us at our Feb. 13th meeting! 

Texas State Genealogical Society has provided details 
regarding the House Bill to close Texas Death 
Records for 125 years. More details can be found on 
page 2.  

CCGS has a great program scheduled for Wednesday 
on Mysterious Ancestors and I know we all have a 
few of those. Ari Wilkins will be sure to enlighten us. 

February is Black History Month and there are many 
resources to help in your search.  The song Amazing 
Grace was written to speak out about slavery. See 
more on page 5. 

Happy President’s & Valentines Day & May you find that 
Mysterious Ancestor!  
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Texas House Bill to Close Death Records  

DNA Tips and Tools & 
Early Texans DNA Project 
 

CCGS upcoming programs, society 
contacts, area genealogy programs 

RootsTech 2019, Black History Month 

Wednesday, Feb.13th, 
6:30 pm Haggard Library, 1st Floor Mtg. Room 

 2501 Coit Road, Plano, TX.  
  

Mysterious Relatives 
 

PRESENTED by Ari Wilkins 
 

Ari Wilkins, Genealogist and Library Associate at Dallas 
Public Library, will present a program called "Mysterious 
Relatives."  Ms. Wilkins will discuss cluster genealogy, a 
method used to research extended family groups, 
neighbors, and associates linked to your mysterious person 
of interest!  My guess is that each of us will leave with new 
ideas about how to find out about one of our mysterious 
relatives! 
 
Ari Wilkins has spoken at CCGS previously, and that's 
why we asked her back.  Her presentations are full of good 
and useful information.  She has also spoken at the 
National Genealogical Society, Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, Roots Tech, Texas State Genealogical Society, 
Ohio Genealogical Society, the Institute of Genealogical 
and Historical Research, American Library Association, 
and at many local societies. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Do you have a genealogy question? We are 
here to help you break down those brick 
walls! 

5 
Genealogy Center - Classes  

When you search for ancestors, you find great 

friends! 
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 What TxSGS Is Doing About Texas House Bill 703,  

Which Proposes Closing Texas Birth Records for 125 Years 
About H.B. 703 You may have heard that a bill, H.B. 703, has been filed to restrict access to Texas birth 
records for 125 years, a substantial increase over the current 75 years. When the time is right, Texas 
genealogists need to be prepared to respond.  

Background information from Teri Flack, the chair of the TxSGS RPAC (Records Preservation and 
Access Committee):  

In my experience with the 2 previous times such legislation has been introduced recently, timing and 
information is critical before we make a statewide effort to mobilize the genealogical community to 
oppose it.  

Four sessions ago we were successful in getting the genealogical community to communicate with the 
committee members and sponsor but we waited until right after the committee hearing. Then the issue 
was fresh in everyone's minds and it made the communications from 100s of genealogists more 
persuasive. Last time, our talks with the author of the bill were so successful that the author decided to 
pull it down, so no mass communication was necessary. 

That said, my intention in the near term is to do background research on why this bill at this time. We 
also need the time to identify legislative allies who can help us (with a new speaker, there will be a new 
leadership team, and key players have yet to be identified). I plan to approach Rep. Harris [who filed 
H.B. 703] about the bill after I've gotten more information.  

What Can We Do Now 

We have time and experience on our side. This is the third time we've faced legislation such as this. The 
first two times ended successfully, and we hope that the key players in this effort are as responsive to 
reasoned, rational arguments as those in the past. We are not yet at the point where we need to mobilize 
a response to the bill voicing our concerns. We need to wait until Teri has laid the groundwork for our 
legislative outreach to be effective. Teri is in the process of gathering information and identifying allies 
in our resistance to this legislation. We'll keep you informed of her progress.  

Please feel free to forward this email to fellow genealogists you think would like to know more about 
this bill and our response. Encourage them to subscribe to our email list at http://www.txsgs.org/ to 
receive updates on our progress. Societies, please forward this email to your membership. You are 
welcome to use all or part of it in your newsletters. 

I also encourage you to add your voice to ours by joining TxSGS and supporting our efforts in records 
preservation and more across our great state. As we interact with legislators on this and other issues, it 
helps greatly to be able to say we have a thousand members and represent thousands more through our 
partner societies. Each member counts!  

Best Regards,  

Susan Ball, President  

Texas State Genealogical Society president@txsgs.org (please put RPAC or HB703 in the subject line) 
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DNA Tips & Tools by Paula Perkins 

 
Texas Czech Genealogical Society 

CZECH HERITAGE MUSEUM AND GENEALOGY CENTER 
 119 WEST FRENCH AVE.TEMPLE, TEXAS 76501 

April 12-13, 2019 Genealogy Workshop 
 

One of the topics will be about assistance with DNA by Leo Baca – He will be available to help 
you understand your DNA test results, guide you in searching for your ancestors on the 
immigrant ships passenger lists and help you to understand your Valachian history. Several other 
very interesting topics will be offered. For registration and a complete list of speakers and topics 
go to their website link: http://txczgs.org/ 

 
FamilyTreeDNA is having a Valentine’s Day Sale on tests. Log in to your assigned kit to order 
upgrades or for new tests go to www.FamilyTreeDNA.com 
 
Dallas Genealogical Society DNA Special Interest Group meets the 3rd Thursday at 6:00 pm on the 
7th floor. For further information contact Mic Barnette at mic@micbarnette.com 
 
The Genealogy Center has a Genealogy DNA Interest Group. They discuss and explore the use 
of DNA in genealogy research at the Haggard Library, Meets on Tuesday, 7-8pm. 

Don’t have Collin County Ancestry? You are welcome to join our project and order tests at the 
CCGS DNA project link: 

https://www.familytreedna.com/group-join.aspx?Group=Collin_CoGS&code=Q47092 
 
FamilyTreeDNA Learning Center will help you successfully understand your personal page and 
DNA terms. A glossary is available. https://www.familytreedna.com/learn/account/  
 
FamilyTreeDNA is accepting autosomal test results transfers. Testers can transfer their results for 
free to FamilyTreeDNA. https://www.familytreedna.com/autosomal-transfer 

 

Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some have just a bunch of nuts. Remember, it is the nuts 
that make the tree worth shaking. – Unknown 
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Upcoming Area Events 

CCGS Programs  

 

 Spring 2019 Programs – Mark Your Calendars! 

February 13, 2019 – Ari Wilkins  - Mysterious 
Ancestors 

March 13, 2019 – David Appleton - Heraldry 

April 10, 2019 - TBA 

May 8, 2019 - TBA 

June 12, 2019 – Year End Social & Program 

 

Guests Always Welcome! 

If you don’t know history, you don’t know anything. You are a 
leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree. – Michael Crichton 

 

Collin County Genealogical Society 
(a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation) 
P.O. Box 865052 
Plano TX 75086-5052 
 
OFFICERS AND STAFF 
 
President Janice Quick 
ccgs.president@gmail.com 
 
1st VP-Programs Beverly Lenoir & Carol Harper 
ccgs.programs@gmail.com 
 
2nd VP-Membership Lee Stirm 
ccgs.members@gmail.com 
 
Recording Secretary Julie Avedikian 
ccgs.secretary@gmail.com 
 
Corresponding Secretary Paula Rosselet 
ccgs.correspondence@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer LuAnne Jones 
ccgs.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
Parliamentarian  
ccgs.parliamentarian@gmail.com 
 
Collin Chronicles Co-Editors 
Nancy & Michael Bassett 
ccgs.chronicles@gmail.com 
 
eNewsletter Editor Paula Perkins 
ccgs.newsletter@gmail.net 
 
Historian Janice Smith 
ccgs.historian@gmail.net 
 
CD/DVD Lectures Lee Stirm 
ccgs.lecturelibrary@gmail.com 
 
Facebook Editor Aurora Chancy 
 
 
Publicity Paula Rosselet 
ccgs.publicity@gmail.com 
 
Book Committee Chair  
mailto:ccgs.bookcommittee@gmail.com 
 
 
The new society year begins July 1st. 
 
We are now accepting dues for the Society 
year, July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019.  
 
Annual dues are $25.00 for an individual and 
$27.00 for a family membership. Membership 
includes a subscription to the Collin Chronicles, 
the Newsletter, admittance to all regularly 
scheduled program meetings and DNA 
discounts. Please join or renew today! 
 
https://www.collincountygenealogicalsociety.com/ 

 
        

Williamson Co. Genealogical Society 
Presents The Legal Genealogist Judy Russell 

March 16, 2019, Georgetown, Texas 
https://williamsontxgenealogy.org/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Dallas Genealogical Society 
Spring Seminar 

Dallas Public Library, April 13, 2019 
 
http://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/meet

ings-events/seminars/ 
 

Texas Institute of Genealogical 
Research Conference  

June 2019 
 

http://www.txsgs.org/texas-
research-institute/ 
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News Continued 

Genealogy Center News - Haggard Library 
The Genealogy Center has a full line up of educational 
fall classes to help you with your research.  

They have a full line up of Spring 2019 classes to 
assist you with your genealogy endeavors.  

http://www.plano.gov/907/Genealogy-Center 

 

Discover Your Swedish Roots! 

2019 Swedish Genealogy Workshops 

Spring: March 23 & 24 & Fall: Sept 28 & 29  

Lindsborg, Kansas  'Little Sweden USA' 

Sponsored by ArkivDigital, the leader in Swedish 
online records. 

Hosted by the Old Mill Museum 

More information at oldmillmuseum.org 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

February is Black History Month 

There are many resources to help in your 
research. Freedmen Bureau is one such 
source and The Library of Congress has a 
wealth of information on Slavery research 
although there were many Free Persons of 
Color.  

One interesting fact is John Newton wrote 
the words to "Amazing Grace" in 1772. The 
song is a favorite for a lot of people. John 
Newton was moved to speak out against 
slavery from which he had once profited. 
This hymn has become for so many an 
anthem against all forms of social injustice. 
Learn more about this and other resourceful 
links on the Library of Congress website. 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/slav
ery/memory.html 

North Collin County Genealogy Society 
 

The meeting will be on Thursday, Feb. 14th at 6:45 
p.m. for the North Collin County Genealogical 
Society Meeting. The meeting will be at the Roy and 
Helen Hall Memorial Library, 101 E. Hunt Street, 
McKinney, Texas. For more information contact 
Stephanie Harrison at 
sharriso@mckinneytexas.org or 972.547.7343  

               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upcoming events around town: 

Peters Colony Historical Society 

The PCHS meeting dates for the 2019 society year 
are:  

February 11, 2019; March 11, 2019; April 8, 2019; 
May 13, 2019. 

     http://www.rootsweb.com/~txpchsdc/ 

Thanks to Jan Jones with the Peters Colony 
Historical Society for submitting this information. 

RootsTech 2019 

The largest event of its type in the United States 
is held in Salt Lake City. It will be held from 
February 27 through March 2, 2019. The 
conference is everything genealogy focusing on 
technology. I compare it to the GenTech 
conferences that were held in Dallas many 
years ago although RootsTech is much larger 
and more in-depth. Genealogists flocked to the 
conference and CCGS always had a part 
providing volunteers. RootsTech will even 
provide free live streaming for some of the 
seminars and events. RootsTech is offering 
something new this year a Virtual pass to 15- 
recorded online sessions viewable from your 
laptop, tablet or smart phone. To learn more 
and get the link for the live streaming go to: 

 

https://www.rootstech.org/salt-lake 
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Collin County Genealogical 
Society 

P. O. Box 865052 
Plano, TX. 75086-5052 

 
 

 

 
Collin County Genealogical Society Publications For Sale 

  

 Collin County Texas Marriages 

       #4 for January 26, 1876 to June 22, 1880 

       #7 for 1888-1890 

       #8 for 1891-1893 

       #9 for 1893-1895 

       #10 for 1895-1897 

   These books are $10.00 each plus $6.00 shipping and handling      

      Hawkins County, Tennessee Deed Abstracts 1801-1819   by Joyce Martin Murray 

      Logan County, Kentucky Deed Abstracts 1792-1813    by Joyce Martin Murray 

      Logan County, Kentucky Deed Abstracts 1813-1819     by Joyce Martin Murray 

       These books are $10.00 each plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

    If ordered by mail the please include check to CCGS and mail to our society post office box address listed below. 


